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DISCIPLESHIP LESSON- Baptism 

 

Baptism- this is seen as a first step, one-time ceremony (note: 

scriptural baptism- full emersion)- baptism is after salvation it’s a 

public testimony and step of obedience to Jesus. In Matthew 

28:17-20- we see the Lord giving the “Great Commission”. We see 

just like today in our churches there are some that had doubt. 

Matthew 28:17- because there were those that doubted, Jesus did 

what he always does, which is to teach. The doubters, could not 

refer to the 120 disciples who had seen Him three times in 

Jerusalem in the Upper Room. Possibly it refers to the larger 

number of followers (upward of 500) that Paul mentioned in 

1Corinthians 15:6The significance of this is that the Great 

Commission was not given to the Apostles alone, not even the 

hundred and twenty disciples of the Upper Room, but to the whole 

church. It is for all Christians, not just the church's leadership! It 

was given on at least three different occasions. 

1. John 20:21 upper room, resurrection evening  

2. Matthew 28:17-20 on a mountain in Galilee  

3. Acts 1:8 on the Mount of Olives just before the ascension  

 DOUBTS AND FEARS -Such are pestered with fears of a 

different kind. 

1. They believe that death is a crisis. 

2. That the soul is guilty. Are we pardoned? 

From whence arise those doubts and fears so distressing to many?  

1. Sin is often the cause. Inward foes, etc. 

2. Carelessness will often lead to uncertainty and doubt. 

3. Disobedience, neglected duty, etc. 

4. Worldliness necessarily produces them. 

5. Seasons of temptation are often seasons of doubt. – “Satan is 

often behind our worrying fears” 

6. Ignorance is perhaps the most fruitful source. Ignorance of 

what is written was evidently the cause of doubt here 

7. Doubts dishonor God; rob Him of the praise that is due to Him. 

(1 John 5:13) 



 
814 S Wasson Lane  |  River Falls, WI 54022  |  www.fbcrf.org  |  715-425-5220  |  fbcrfpastor@gmail.com 

 

 We have covered this doubt in the giving of the GOSPEL: 

(1 Corinthians 15:1-6) 

• The Death of Jesus 

• The Burial of Jesus 

• The Resurrection of Jesus 

Its upon your profession of accepting the sacrifice of Jesus, asking 

for forgiveness and inviting Him into your life as Lord we are now 

looking at His commands 

1. Go- this is the marching orders to witness and tell others about 

Jesus and his redeeming  

2. Teaching All Nations- it’s not enough to just tell you neighbors 

(Mark 16:15 “all the world”)-  

3. Baptizing-Helping the new born-again believer’s obedience 

4. Teaching them to observe- it’s not enough to just go and tell, 

teaching requires instruction, its teaching them how to walk 

and have that personal relationship with Christ. The command-

to make disciples of all nations. 

(1) They preached the gospel. 

(2) They baptized the new believers. 

(3)  New believers were baptized without delay-“that same 

day” (Act_2:41; Act_8:26; Act_8:40). 

(4) They administered baptism with water. This was symbolical 

of the renewing influences of the Holy Ghost. 

(5) Baptism was administered “ in the Name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 
(6) The apostles taught the baptized persons to observe all things 

whatsoever Christ had commanded them 

(if you require more information on points 1-2,4, please ask pastor) 

BAPTISM  

I. What that belief is which qualifies persons for baptism. 

1.Who is baptism for?-THE SAVED- Acts 8:37... If thou 

believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and 

said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

2.The requirement for baptism is SALVATION- Acts 8:37... If 

thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he 

answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

• Act 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were 
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baptized: and the same day there were added unto them 

about three thousand souls 

3.Action is the key- OBEDIENCE- Act 8:38  And he commanded 

the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the 

water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

Thus baptism is for believers only 

II. Why should you be baptized? 

1. Christ gave the COMMAND-Matthew 28:19  Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 

have commanded you:… 

2. Christ is our EXAMPLE- Matthew 3:13  Then cometh Jesus 

… to be baptized of him.  

3. Believer show THEIR OBEDIENCE- -Act 2:41  Then they 

that gladly received his word were baptized:  

4. Conclusion- We are baptized showing we obey the 

commands of Christ 
III. How are we to be baptized 

1. Baptism IS WITH WATER-John 1:26 … I baptize with 

water:  

2. Baptism IS BY IMMERSION (under the water)-Mar 1:9-10 

And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in 

Jordan. 10  And straightway coming up out of the water, he 

saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 

descending upon him:  

• Act 8:38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and 

they went down both into the water, both Philip and the 

eunuch; and he baptized him.  

3. Conclusion Only baptism  by immersion pictures our 

position with Christ in His death, His burial and His 

resurrection Romans 6:3-5 

IV. When should I be baptized 

1. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING Salvation-Act 8:36-

37  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain 
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water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth 

hinder me to be baptized? 37  And Philip said, If thou 

believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 

and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  

• Act 16:30-33  And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what 

must I do to be saved? 31  And they said, Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 

house. 32  And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 

and to all that were in his house. :33  And he took them the 

same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 

baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

 

 

V. What is the end and design of baptism. 

1. Teaching Them Notice that "what we teach" is not simply 

facts about Jesus, but obedience to all of His teachings. 

Christian maturity involves, It is an intimate, daily, growing, 

personal relationship with God. This was/is the purpose of 

creation 

• A repentant faith profession 

• A life of Christlike living 

• A growing doctrinal understanding 


